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Il Radiology

Our experience matters. And so does yours.




Gammagrams at a Glance

Some of our patients have asked us about gammagrams, an imaging study for breasts that was recently introduced to the Western New York area.  Southtowns Radiology does not offer gammagrams at this time, but we would like to educate our patients about the procedure.  


A gammagram is a nuclear medicine procedure dedicated to imaging of the breast.  The patient receives an intervenous injection of radionuclide that circulates through the body before testing.  The images are acquired and compared with mammographic images as part of the  evaluation.  Patients injected with radioactive material for this exam would need to refrain from contact with small children, animals and pregnant women for 24 hours after the exam.

Gammagrams are not a replacement for mammograms.  A gammagram is performed in conjunction with a mammogram.  If a gammagram shows that follow up studies are necessary, the patient will be referred for a core biopsy, just as they would if a lesion were found traditional mammogram.  Gammagrams may add some functional information to help predict whether a lesion is cancerous or not.  

At Southtowns Radiology, we offer digital mammography, which is the best proven tool for breast cancer screening and diagnosis.  Digital mammography services and breast ultrasound are offered at both our Hamburg and Orchard Park offices.  Breast MRI, core biopsy and cyst aspiration are available at our Orchard Park office.  

We will continue to monitor the latest in technology to ensure that we offer our patients the most state-of-the-art care available.  You can count on Southtowns Radiology to continue to provide the latest and most advanced breast and cancer screening technology.  

For more information on this, you can ask to speak with our radiologist or registered nurse.
